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BB GANESH, General Secretary, VARWA.

Press Statement

Visakhapatnam Apartment Residents Welfare Association, VARWA and
resident colonies association NIVAS jointly organised Signature campaign on a
flexi banner at Seethammadhara Rythu Bazaar and at 80 ft road junction,
Akkayyapalem opposing the imposition of capital value based property tax and
opposing User charges on garbage and other civic services.

Inaugurating the campaign at Seethammadhara, Dr P Ramarao, Retd DM & HO
said, ‘it is meaningless to levy property tax on capital value of assets because
capital value has no relevance to the regular income. How can the govt charge
tax on an artificially declared capital value which does not result in rise of
income? If the state wants to increase its income, it has to extract taxes from
the tax evaders and tax evading corporate companies and explore other ways.
But, this is not the correct route.” He suggested challenging it in the court of
law. Speaking on the occasion, Sri Narava Prakasa Rao, President, Vizag Film
Society said that the house taxes on the basis of capital value are unjust and
are part of reforms imposed from Centre and hence should be fought back
involving all sections of people.

Inaugurating the same campaign at 80ft road junction, Akkayyapalem, Sri BL
Narayana, Vice President, People for India Forum condemned the change of
system of property taxation and said that an accumulated amount of Rs.95
crores of Library Cess is lying with the GVMC without being remitted to the
Dept of Libraries. Libraries in the city are in dilapidated condition. He
demanded the GVMC to remit the amount to the Library dept and take up
renovation of the libraries. Without this, there is no fun in collecting Library
cess of 8%, said Narayana.



‘The property tax includes expenses of the GVMC for providing civic services
such as garbage clearance, provision of drinking water, maintenance of UGD
etc. Then why should we pay additional charges for garbage?’, people
expressed and signed on the flexi.

N Prakash Rao, President, VARWA, KV Ramana Murty, Secretary, VARWA,
Akkayyapalem Zone, JP Sarma, M Kameswari, R Pandu Rangan, RN Madhavi,
and others participated.

BB Ganesh,

General Secretary, VARWA.



